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AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DEVELOPMENTAL 
MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY

(AADMD)

• National interdisciplinary professional 
organization (Physicians, Dentists, Nurses, 
Optometrists, Others)

• Goal: Reduce health disparities and 
inequities for people with IDD by

• Fostering improved care

• Advocacy 

• Education

• Active student chapter groups in over 40 
schools nationwide

• ~300 student members

• National Training
Monthly Virtual Grand Rounds
Annual Meeting

• Local Activities
Educational meetings
Special Olympics Healthy Athletes
Spread the Word/Move to Include



GOAL: TRAIN ENGAGED STUDENTS IN 
ADVOCACY SKILLS

• Relatively few doctors participate in advocacy
• Busy, so needs to be quick and easy

• Careful about controversy

• Only respond to things they care about

• Their patients (early in career )

• Their pocketbooks (later in career )



HEADS UP!! A BILL TO RALLY ‘ROUND

HEALTHCARE EXTENSION AND ACCESSIBILITY FOR 
DEVELOPMENTALLY DISABLED AND UNDERSERVED 

POPULATION

• Medically Underserved Population Bill

• HR 2417

• House Sponsor: Seth Moulton (MA)

• Co-Sponsors
Brian Fitzpatrick (PA) Sean Maloney (NY)
Jose Serrano (NY) Joe Morelle (NY)
Sheila Jackson Lee (TX) Josh Harder (CA)
Peter Visclosky (IN) Paul Tonko (NY)
Jamie Raskin (MD) John Katko (NY)

• To amend the Public Health Service Act to 
expand and improve health care service by 
health center and the National Health Service 
Corps for individuals with a developmental 
disability, and for other purposes.

• Adds people with IDD to federal list of 
populations that are designated Medically 
Underserved everywhere, without geographic 
delimiter (along with Homeless, Migrant 
Workers, and People Living in Public Housing)



WHAT THE BILL DOES

• Provides FQHC status to clinics serving people with IDD

• Encourages all FQHCs to better serve people with IDD

• Offers loan forgiveness for practitioners focusing on IDD 
health care

• Offers visa advantages to providers focusing on IDD health 
care

• Encourages research related to IDD health care at NIH level



ENGAGING STUDENT ADVOCATES

• AADMD Virtual Grand Rounds

• Legislative Toolkit development and dissemination

• Encourage/facilitate student outreach to legislators at local 
office level

• Bring data and stories







OUTCOMES SO FAR

• Toolkit disseminated via AADMD website: 
http://aadmd.org/heads-up-act

• Bill re-introduced 4/30/19, 5 co-sponsors signed on, from 5 
states since June

• Used in LEND advocacy sessions

• New crop of student chapter members each year, visiting 
local offices, plus Disability Policy Seminar, plus this week…

http://aadmd.org/heads-up-act
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